CHECKPOINT KALANDIA
The year is 2001, the little boy in Born a
Refugee now has a family of his own. The
iron grip of occupation has tightened, and
the consequences touch the lives of every
member of the family.
Life in a Palestinian refugee camp is filled with poverty, and
hopeless frustration at the best of times—and 2001 is far
from the best of times. Muhammad, already scarred by
violence and tragedy, is plunged into depression when the
frequent curfews make it impossible for him to find work. He
can no longer face the thought of crossing the military
checkpoint, but all available jobs are on the other side. His
inability to provide for his family drives him to despair. He
decides to spend the only coin remaining to him—his life.

Praise for Checkpoint Kalandia:
This is a riveting and heartbreaking story of what life is like in Palestine behind the headlines. This account of the life of
one extended family, while wrenching, lets us in on the struggle…If you have wondered what would possibly make a
sane person into a suicide bomber, you will get some insight from Mohammad's story...with characters who will break
your heart. It will change the way you read the news in the Middle East. You will not forget this book --Jean H Lowe
This is a book everyone should read. Hallaj manages to tell a highly traumatic story interwoven with the healing of a
strong, loving family so that the reader is left enriched rather than impoverished. --Rob Johnson
Hallaj handles the subject matter with skill and sensitivity. A must read for anyone interested in powerful and moving
literature. I was honored to be allowed to read this book before publication. --Tahlia Newland
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